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to do with Hess's politics. The first thing Hitler said to
her was, u I would have given Rudolf anything. Why was
he unhappy ? " These are fairly cryptic words, but that is
what Hitler said.
The two adjutants often referred to were not Hess's
adjutants. They were patrol officers of the Luftwaffe at the
experimental flying field and charged with the responsibility
of good conduct there. When Hess flew off, these two
officers were arrested. It is a fact that they were court-
martialed in Munich and shot. The charge was "neglect
of duty." It is not true, however, that Hess's family suffered
from this violent episode. His wife and his children are in
Berlin. Hess was no lily but he was the least grasping of
the Nazi leaders, lived fairly modestly. His property was
not confiscated and Frau Hess lives in the same house as
before. There is an interesting reason for that.
It is not generally realized abroad, but Hess was the
leader of those Nazi features having to do with the place
of women in the Nazi movement, and the place of woman
in the Nazi home. It was Hess who headed up policy along
these lines, and when the Number Two Nazi flew the coop
it had a tremendous effect on female Germany.
Under Nazi doctrine, women have been relegated to the
pantry and the maternity chamber, and I believe there is
a close connection between this and the nation's attitude
towards war. Further, I think it is a very important con-
nection, for it strikes into the national cell by being rooted
in the family and in the home. Surely, the relationship
between man and woman makes itself felt in the character
of any nation. In Germany, women are pressed behind to
stand and wait on man as the Warrior Lover.
Women take part in the " Strength through Joy " move-
ment, have athletic teams, and go in for sun in a big way,
but this is all in the tempo and aura of the brood farms
at Lexington, Kentucky. In the Nazi home, papa is.
Fuehrer and mamma is there to bear children. The effect of
Hess's flight on the women of Germany was that a patron
saint had let them down. Dear Rudolf took a run-out
powder on the Hausfraus, and they all linked arms with
Frau Hess in bewilderment and sympathy when this hero
went stale.